
averaged in the last 4-5 years.”
 John David Johnson, the Jackson County Extension 
Agent, said the same holds true for the Southern Bull 
and Heifer Replacement Test on March 26 in Henderson. 
“This is the best group of bulls I’ve ever seen come in.”

 One of the reasons for 
the increase in quality, 
according to both Yates 
and Johnson, is the mild 
winter. “The last two years 
we’ve had some really 
hard winters. When it’s 
cold and the bulls are 
eating, they’re using up 
more of their reserves, 
not putting back the gains 
because they’re trying 
to heat their bodies,” 
explained Johnson.
  Yates is preparing for 
a better than average 
sale. “We’re not looking 

at a record setting year but we are 
looking for a strong market. We 
have an exceptional set of bulls 
from top to bottom.”
  Yates estimates two-thirds of 
the 143 bulls will make it into the 
sale. This year’s minimum price at 
Wardensville is $2,200. However, 
the top bulls could go for five-
figures. Last year’s top bull went for 
$9,800. The grand total for the 2015 
sale was $353,200.
  At the Southern Bull Test, 

Johnson is confident at least one of the 55-60 bulls will 
go for over $10,000. 
 Buyers from across West Virginia and as far away as 
the western states will be on hand for the sales.

 They’re no ordinary bulls. The best of the best 
in West Virginia will go up for sale this month at the 
Wardensville Bull Test and the Southern Bull Test. 
Just two days apart, the events showcase bulls that 
have been bred and raised for excellence.
 The Wardensville 
event, now in its 
49th year, takes 
place Thursday, 
March 24 at the 
Reymann Memorial 
Farm in Hardy 
County. The bulls 
arrived back on 
October 28. One 
hundred and forty-
three animals, 
Charolais, Angus, 
and Herferd, 
spend nearly five 
months under close 
supervision. They’re 
checked regularly for weight 
gain, how fast they grow, how 
much they eat, along with 
an ultrasound. The goal is to 
identify and propagate superior 
genetics.
 Jerry Yates, the station 
manager of the West Virginia 
Bull Evaluation Program 
at Wardensville, said they 
received nine fewer bulls this 
fall. “The cattle markets aren’t 
as strong as they were this 
time last year. So the guys were very critical of the 
consignments they sent. They sent fewer bulls, trying 
to match the market conditions. That’s resulted in a 
higher quality set of bulls this year than what we’ve 

Top quality WV bulls to be sold at  
Wardensville and Southern Tests 

Wardensville Bull Test
March 24

Reymann Memorial Farm
(Hardy County)

http://bulltest.ext.wvu.edu/

Southern Bull & Heifer 
Replacement Test

March 26
Henderson

(Mason County)


