
Livestock moved interstate must: 
1) Be officially identified & 2)Have ICVI or other documentation

UNLESS Exempt.

General Requirements





Official identification required for:
• All sexually intact cattle and bison 18 months of 

age or over;
• All female dairy cattle of any age and all dairy 

males born after March 11, 2013;
• Cattle and bison of any age used for rodeo, 

recreational events, shows and exhibitions

Cattle & Bison



Official identification not required for:
• Beef cattle under 18 months of age 

(feeder/stocker cattle) 
– Will be considered through a separate rule making.

• No timeline currently established  

• Cattle moving directly to slaughter 
– USDA backtags

• Cattle moving to Tagging Sites (approved 
tagging livestock markets/stockyards)

Cattle & Bison



Movement documentation:
• ICVI (health certificate) required, unless:

– Moved directly to slaughter or directly to an 
approved livestock facility then directly to 
slaughter, and;

– Accompanied with owner shipment statement 
(OSS) for the movement from the farm to slaughter 
or farm to approved livestock facility.

• OSS not required for movement from an approved livestock facility 
to slaughter.

Cattle & Bison





Animal Disease Traceability

Dr. Barry Meade, ADD USDA APHIS VS
Jonathan Taylor, WVDA Animal Health
Winston Culbreth, AIC USDA APHIS VS

West Virginia Department of Agriculture 304-558-2214
USDA APHIS VS  Area Office 919-855-7700
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