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AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY HALL OF FAME TO INDUCT FOUR NEW MEMBERS 

Charleston, W.Va. – The West Virginia Agriculture and Forestry Hall of Fame (WVAFHF) 

Foundation has selected four outstanding individuals for induction in 2015. These individuals will be 

honored at the WVAFHF annual banquet at Jackson’s Mill, Saturday, July 18, 2015. A reception will 

begin at 5 p.m., followed by dinner at the Jackson’s Mill dining hall at 6 p.m. 

Inductees for 2015 are: Richard Glass, Larry Lee May, Ephe Olliver and Paul Nesselroad. 

The WVAFHF Banquet is open to the public. Tickets are $30 each and the deadline for 

reservations is July 10. Tickets can be purchased from:  

 Hope Goff, WV Forestry Association, 304-372-1955 

 June Mandel, WV Division of Forestry, 304-558-2788, ext. 51762 

 Joan Harman, WV Farm Bureau, 304-472-2080, ext. 306 

 Denise Hunnell, WVU Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design, 

304-293-2395 

 Robin Gothard, WVDA, 304-558-3550  

 Erin Gregory, WVU Cooperative Extension Service, 304-293-5694 

Enshrinement in the WVAFHF is reserved for those individuals, businesses, organizations, 

institutions and foundations that have made outstanding contributions to the establishment, 

development, advancement and improvement of the agricultural, forestry and family life of West 

Virginia.  

The WVAFHF Foundation was chartered in 1974. In 1976, the Board of Governors voted to 

include forestry professionals in the Hall of Fame. 
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Brief bios of the new members: 

 

Richard J. Glass was born March 1, 1921 in Sissonville, West Virginia. At a young age, he developed a 

passion for agriculture and science. After graduating high school in 1939, Richard attended Morris Harvey 

College for two years, majoring in Biology. Glass enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1941 and served for the duration of 

World War II. He was honorably discharged in 1945. Following his military service, Glass enrolled at West 

Virginia University (WVU), and in 1947, married Elizabeth “Betsy” Ellison, also a student at WVU. They 

proceeded to have two children, David in 1953 and Diane in 1955. Glass graduated from WVU with a B.S. in Ag 

Education in 1949, and put his degree to use as a teacher in West Virginia public schools and then administrator 

for the Preston County Educational Center until his retirement in 1986. He was selected as the 1971 West 

Virginia Teacher of the Year and received the Gamma Sigma Delta Special Certificate of Merit for Distinguished 

Service to WV Agriculture in 1972. Mr. Glass passed away in December 2009. 

Ephe M. Olliver was born September 21, 1906 in Hastings, Pennsylvania. While working on a teaching degree 

from Indiana State Teachers College in 1927, he realized that he was meant for an outdoors life, and in 1928 

enrolled in the Forestry Program at Penn State University. He completed his Forestry degree there in 1931. 

Olliver began working with the U.S. Forest Service on the George Washington National Forest in Virginia. While 

there, he married Ardee Grey in 1934 before moving to Kentucky as part of a team to purchase land that would 

eventually become the Cumberland National Forest. While in Kentucky, Ardee and Olliver had two sons, Ephe 

A. and Grey M. Olliver. Olliver worked several different positions in National Forests until 1952 when he 

transferred to Monongahela, where he stayed as Forest Supervisor for 17 years until his retirement in 1969. Mr. 

Olliver passed away in October 2001. 

Larry Lee May was born March 1, 1945 in Kingwood, West Virginia. Instilled with a keen interest in the 

outdoors, he attended and graduated from WVU, earning a degree in Forest Management in 1966. After his 

graduation he served with the U.S. Army Reserves. In 1971, Larry married Elaine Wilson and had two children, 

Emily and David Scott Wilson. After marrying, Larry went to work with the WV Division of Forestry as a service 

forester providing assistance to landowners in Grant, Hardy and Pendleton Counties. As a service forester he 

was an early promoter of best management practices (BMPs) for timber harvesting and sustainable forest 

management. During his time as a service forester, May started his own company, May Tree Enterprises, LLC, 

and began planting Christmas trees on his farm in Grant County. He worked for the WVDOF until the mid 

1970s, when he took work at Kessel Lumber Company. For the 20 years he worked at Kessel, May continued to 

promote sustainable forest management and grow his own Christmas tree operation.  

Paul E. Nesselroad was born February 19, 1924 in Sedan, Kansas. In 1938, his family moved to Ravenswood, 

West Virginia where he became active in FFA and by extension agriculture. In 1941, Nesselroad enrolled at 

WVU to study Agricultural Education. After enlisting in the U.S. Army, he returned to WVU in the fall of 1945 and 

graduated with a B.S. Degree in Agriculture two years later. After his graduation in 1947, he married Joanna 

Strosnider and they moved to Romney, WV where he taught Vocational Agriculture. He is credited with the 

revival of the FFA and Vocational program. Nesselroad resigned from his teaching position in 1950 to begin 

graduate study in Ag Economics at WVU. After finishing his coursework, he was appointed a Research 

Assistant in Farm Management at WVU. He served in this capacity until 1960, and then pursued further 

graduate work in Agricultural Economics and Farm Management at Penn State University. Nesselroad returned 

to WVU in 1963 as an Assistant Professor in Farm Management. As a professor he was a pioneer in the 

introduction of the computer into agricultural economics classrooms at WVU. In 1971 he was promoted to 

Associate Professor, in ’76 to Professor of Agricultural Economics, and from 1983 until in 1989 he served as the 

Chairman of the Department of Agricultural Economics.  

 

For more information visit http://www.wvagriculture.org/WVAFHF/index.htm  
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